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The phenomenon of definiteness and indefiniteness in view of
communicative linguistics

Abstract

This study aims to investigate a number of definiteness and
indefiniteness issues in Arabic, including: the concept of definiteness and
indefiniteness, the degrees of definiteness and indefiniteness, the definite
article, the achieved benefits of using definiteness and indefiniteness, and
some patterns of the defined noun. These issues have been studied by
analytical descriptive method in the light of the main function of the
language, i.e the communicative function. Via this function, it is
demonstrated that what distinguishes a definite noun from an indefinite
noun as well as what determines the degree of definiteness or
indefiniteness among definite nouns and indefinite nouns is not the form
of the noun but its value within the communicative context. In addition,
the current study has addressed a number of communicative terms that
have been used by Arab grammarians in their discussions of definiteness
and indefiniteness.

Key words: communicative linguistics, definiteness, indefiniteness.
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